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I welcome you all to this first meeting of the newly

constituted MeEeD.CoI slsc take the opportunity tc express my
heppiness on your gpontanecus response snd acceptance of being
member of this Covncil for the interest of the IJtate.

2e Meghelaya like gther small States nosn Deen suffering

from several development lags particularly deficiency in bagic
infrastructural support for economic and soclal growth including
afficient management of its natursl resources.ln mwite of the

fact that the State is .Tichly endowed with 1olirol rosources,

the heavy end long monsoon sustalns intenslve mod veried flora.
Forests cover a land surface of 8510 3g.Kms or «hout 37 5% of v
the total srea of the State.The area of the reserve forests wi- em
dey the control of the State,however,is small.llie large scale

felling of tkess now teking place in the Stale Ibr Einber and

M rayood is giving rise to preblems of poor water »ebentlion, soll
eresion,reduced seil fertility,etc., Tae total ‘muoww cogl reserve

hac been sstimated to be 6301 million tomes,silinsnlte in the
indiceted cotegory is 5 lakhs tonnes and reser.e of industrial -
clay 45 71 nillion tanes.Other commercislly exnlol teble mineral
deposits are kaolin,feldspar,glass sani,sbc.lonvy rainfall,big
streams =nd rivers provide abundant hydro powes sotentisl in the /
Stata. ,‘{

e Since, the birth of Meghelaya iy 10VZ, o Govieof
Meghelaya has taken verlous measures fOr prouciiny s aconomic
and industrizl development of the State and 1i: nedplelddiowever,
the progress of the develcpment in tha flelil oo not reached the
level expected of for reasons attributsble Lo iacdecuate resour-
ces, duguian ineflow of investments and 1i tiLe srivete particl-
pation.In the wake of taa liberalised economic polley of the Cene
trgl Govt. it is felt proper to take adventsiv oI The ooportunity
to exploit ways and means for accelerating the process of economic
and industrizl development of the State.

i

Lo You may perhaps be aware that the State “ovt.since its
incepiion have constituted tie State Flanuing Loz with the main

objective,aumng others, to advise the Govit, rogerding the formul a-
tion of 5 years plens ebe., and 1o review the prosress snd implemens
tation of plen schiemes.Over the passasge of tincs e unemployment
among the educabted youths in particdar nes beg.ne very criticals

and poge gerious nroblem to the Govte. e Govie 1as therefore

”



congtituted 1 aent Generation Council to look into the
problem snd to an the prospect of generztion of employment

in the State, and ¢ r related matlers.In addition tc Thoge
fmportant Govie Organisation constitutes by the State Govi. it
i{a £=1%t essential to have a broad based organisation zepargiely
te desl with economic development aspect and problems Jocing ne
State by constituting the MEDC, following the Resolulion adopted
by the Meghalaya Legislative Assenmbly on 18.9.95.

. The Council has been conglitutes with the need for con-
sensus of all political parties, on broad strategles for develop=
mente

e For achieving the aforessld aim and overcoming ithe shorts
coming, the Govt. has constituted the Meghalaye Beonwic Developmen:
Counci1({MEDC)} with the following development strategy oo ner terms
of reference &=
i} To advise the State Govie. on issues relating to or
touching upon the industrisl znd economlic pollcies.

ii) To deliberate sznd examine the congtraints inhibiting
flow of investment into ine $bate and the posgible
gteps for removal thereof.

$11)To indentify sactors where overall econonlic wud ine
dustrial growth cen bs crested and also accolerzbed,

1v)To suggest ways for attracting investmenis,local and
foreign in the State. '

v)To advise Or recommend the gtrategy for achicving the
aforessid goal.

Tae Council is to apply its mind for ei’i‘ee:?.'g:.iﬁ uge of
resources.bver the years we have created a lot of infragtructure.
Now the need has arisem t0 use this infrastructure Ifor ;ﬁr—ﬁler\aco-
noglc development and for ensuring a better standard of living of
paoplee ‘ :

e I am confident that with your active particinalion and
veluable suggestionsg, our endeavour to wplift the econony of the
State ond its people could be achieved.

Thenk you,
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