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international border. A proposal for connecting
Jowai and Silchar with a railway line is also
under consideration.

17.  Low Industrial Development

Despite the presence of rich mineral
deposits, industrial development in the State is
still lagging far behind. At present, there is a
predominance of cement manufacturing units
with some steel manufacturing units. The State is
keen to set up traditional industry based on
sericulture and weaving, horticulture produce,
efc.

IT industry is also another feasible avenue
because of the availability of a large percentage of
English speaking youth in the State. To ensure
the development of IT industry, the State
Government will strive to ensure the basic
infrastructure such as power, communication and

availability of land.
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18.  High Potential Tourism Development

The State is blessed with scenic and serene
landscape with numerous streams, rivers and
waterfalls as well as rich bio-diversity and varied
traditional cultures. There has been a marked
increase in the number of tourists visiting the
State during the past few years. The growth in
tourism is also expected to create demand for
employment in the hospitality industry. The
existing tourist infrastructure in the State is not
sufficient to cope with the demand.
19.  Skill Development

Skill development is an important area to
ensure livelihood of the common man. More than
one-half of the youth look for government jobs.
This is mainly because of inadequate skills and
entrepreneurship  development. The State
Government has recently taken up the
Meghalaya State Employment Mission, which

seeks to develop the existing skills of the local
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people in various fields. We also hope to take
advantage of the financial assistance being
provided by the Central Government for such
purposes. We propose to continue providing IT
skill up-gradation and empowerment to
unemployed youth of the State free of cost with
the assistance of NIIT. The first phase of the
training of 2000 youths with Symantec from
Singapore had been successfully completed and a
number of youths have been gainfully employed
after the programme. The training programme
under  Department of  Electronics and
Accreditation of Computer Courses (DOEACC)
will continue with special focus on training and
skill up-scaling for women. The establishment of
Meghalaya Institute of Entrepreneurship will also
help in improving the skills of the youth for self-

employment.
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20. Trade with Bangladesh

The recent visit of the Hon'ble Prime
Minister of India to Bangladesh has helped to
usher in an understanding of the difficulties as
well as the expectations between Bangladesh and
the North Eastern States. We congratulate our
Hon’ble Prime Minister for the initiatives taken,
and hope that pending and unresolved issues
will be addressed expeditiously in the spirit of
statesmanship which has been portrayed by the
leaders of both countries. It is an undeniable fact
that having trade links with Bangladesh will be
beneficial to the entire N.E. Region. The markets
for the NE. Region historically and
geographically lie in our neighbouring countries,
and these need to be rebuilt with appropriate
trade protocols and  improvement  of
infrastructure at the export points. Basic

infrastructure such as communication, power,

etc. to the existing land custom stations in the
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region is urgently required as this will provide an
impetus for development of trade between our
country and Bhutan, Bangladesh and Myanmar.
Greater attention should be given to a trade
corridor from Bhutan to Chittagong through
Dhubri and the Garo Hills. In this connection, the
construction of a bridge on the Brahmaputra
connecting Dhubri with Phulbari will open up
trade between the two countries. We are gratified
to say that the border haat at Kalaichar in West
Garo Hills District has been a huge
success.Another Haat at Balat in East Khasi Hills
District is being operationalised soon.
21.  Cultural Development

The different tribes of Meghalaya provide
a rich and diverse culture. Besides this, the
people of the State are known for their musical
talents. With a view to tap such talents, we are
setting up a Music Academy in Shillong as well

as constructing amphitheatres at different places
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in the State. Art and Culture Societies at the State
and District levels are being encouraged for
preservation and development of our cultural
heritage.
22.  Environmental Issues and Management
of Natural Resources

The Approach Paper has also highlighted
the need for ensuring protection of the
environment in a manner that it can facilitate
sustainable and rapid growth. Among all the
natural resources of Meghalaya, forests
contribute maximum to the State’s economy. A
large proportion of families are dependent on
forests for their livelihood. The traditional
dependence on forests is on shifting cultivation
and collection of edible forest products for their
livelihood. The shifting cultivation cycle is
getting reduced as a result of which there is a
threat to forest cover. We are making efforts for

rejuvenation and restoration of bio-diversity. A
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mission mode programme for promoting
livelihoods in the forestry and plantation crops
sector is being taken up for implementation in the
State.

23.  Need for further decentralization of
administrative functions:

While implementing the agenda of
promoting convergence amongst various Central
Government schemes and programmes, it has
been experienced that the guidelines of some
ministries do not provide requisite flexibility to
the States to take appropriate decisions
necessitated by the local conditions. I would like
to complement the Planning Commission for
taking this up in right earnest through a sub
committee for restructuring of Centrally
Sponsored Schemes. We have recently received
the draft report of the sub committee. We shall
examine the report and revert with our feedback

shortly.
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24.  Security related expenditure:-

By and large, Meghalaya has been peaceful
except for certain pockets in the State. This is
mainly due to the relentless efforts of our security
forces. However, certain basic infrastructure such
as housing facilities and police station buildings
needs to be provided for the security forces. The
Government of India is requested to kindly
consider providing assistance as part of the Plan
to the State Government for such purposes
during the Twelfth Plan period.

25.  Conclusion

Meghalaya is also on the high growth path
and is making serious efforts to overcome its
constraints. Firstly, the high population growth
will be used as an advantage by creating
productive employment. Skill development
programmes have been taken and the Institute of
Entrepreneurship is going to give further

impetus for the programme. Secondly, water is
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bountiful because of high rainfall but a lot of it
wasted. The Aquaculture Mission and the Small
Multipurpose Reservoir (SMR) Mission will
impound water for its productive use as well as
improving ground water recharge. Thirdly,
efforts are being made to preserve the cultural
heritage of the State by establishing a music
school at Shillong. Fourthly, the State is a pioneer
in focusing on the issues like environment and
climate change management and sustainable
development.

Once again, I thank the Hon’ble Prime
Minister for affording this opportunity for
interaction on the Draft Approach Paper to the
Twelfth Plan.

Thank you.

JAIHIND



